
Kathy Purnell, p. 1 

 
 

CURRICULUM VITAE 
Kathy Purnell, J.D., Ph.D.  

E-mail: kpurnell@post.harvard.edu 
Phone : 269-251-4858 

  
 

EDUCATION 
Harvard University 
B.A. in Government, Cum Laude General Studies, 1991 
Honors/Awards:  Harvard/Radcliffe National Scholar, 1987-1991 

N.Y. State Governor's Committee on Scholastic Achievement Scholar, 1987-1991 
Study Abroad: Korea University, Summer 1991 (Courses in Elementary Korean and Korean Economics 

and Business) – post-graduation summer 
University of Madrid, Summer 1987 (Program in Spanish and Spanish Civilization and 
Culture) – pre-matriculation summer 

 
Cornell University  
Ph.D., Government, August 1999 
Major: Political Theory  
Minor: Colonization in Comparative and Historical Context (Self-designed Course of Study) 
Honors/Awards:  Mellon Foundation Dissertation Completion Fellowship, 1997-1998 

Ford Foundation Predoctoral Fellowship, 1992-1993, 1993-1994, 1996-1997  
Predoctoral Semester Mellon Fellowship, Spring 1995 
Graduate School Summer Fellowship: Summers 1993- 1997 
Graduate School Summer Tuition Grant: 1993 & 1995  

Study Abroad:  Catholic Institute of Paris, Summer 1995 (Program in Intermediate French) 
 
DePaul University College of Law (attended part-time evenings while at the University of Chicago) 
J.D., May 2008  & Certificate in Comparative and International Law (admitted to Michigan Bar, 
December 2008) 
Awards/Activities:   Dean’s List, Spring 2006, Fall 2007, Spring 2008 

Sullivan Human Rights Fellow, 2007-2008 
Member, then Editorial Board’s Research Staff, DePaul Journal for Social Justice 
3L Evening Dean’s Advisory Council Representative, Fall 2007 

  Equal Justice America Fellow, Summer 2007 
Equal Justice Works/AmeriCorps Fellow, Summer 2007 

Study Abroad: Sorbonne (Paris II)/Tulane Paris Institute of Legal Studies,  
Summer 2007 (3 credit program in Comparative Law) 

University of Amsterdam/Tulane University, Summer 2006     
(6 credit program in International Human Rights Law) 
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ACADEMIC AND OTHER ADMINISTRATIVE EXPERIENCE 

 
PRESIDENT and CEO, AdvocatesROC, L.3.C. October 2017-present. AdvocatesROC is a low-profit, 
limited liability company devoted to partnerships with nonprofit organizations to advance resiliency, 
expand opportunity and foster creativity for democracy.  
 
RESEARCH ATTORNEY, OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT FOR RESEARCH, WESTERN 
MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY.  February 2011 – August 2017. Developed review procedures for research 
contracts that support the research, instructional and creative activities of faculty for all academic units 
at WMU.  Coordinates the internal contract review process between the Office of the VP for Research, 
General Counsel, and the Office of VP for Business and Finance. Directly reviews, drafts and 
negotiates subawards and research contracts (inclusive of sponsored project agreements, master 
agreements, non-disclosure agreements, material transfer agreements, business associate agreements, 
among others) between WMU and a wide range of external sponsors including industry, non-profit 
organizations, universities and other state, local and international entities. Ensures compliance of 
research contracts with federal regulations, sponsor requirements and applicable laws.  Worked as 
part of a team to update WMU Conflict of Interest Policies and procedures for federal regulatory 
compliance.  Developed presentations for, and advised faculty and graduate students on Export 
Control, Sponsored Research, Contract Negotiation and Professional Development.  Supervised law 
student (4-credit externship/Approved Field Supervisor for Thomas M. Cooley Law School). 
Developed, in collaboration with the Small Business Development Center and WMU Business 
Connection, a new workshop to promote WMU-industry collaboration on SBIR/STTR applications 
(“Building University-Industry Partnerships for Research Collaboration”). Served on University-level 
committees to represent and advance interests of discovery and research activities. Collaborated with 
the Graduate Student Advisory Committee on professional development programming and a 
screening of “Ph.D. -The Movie” on WMU’s campus.  Presented annually (2014-2016) at the Graduate 
Research Assistantship Training the program “Navigating the Universe of Funding: Building Your 
Research Career with Fellowships and Other External Support.” Original job title: “Research Contracts 
Administrator.” 1-year leave granted in June 2017 for writing and research projects.   
 
UNIVERSITY SERVICE-LEARNING COORDINATOR, WESTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY.  
February 2010- February 2011. Launched new office at Western Michigan University to support and 
coordinate service-learning initiatives to integrate graduate and undergraduate student engagement 
with academic programs.  Worked as part of a team to secure external recognition for WMU’s levels of 
community engagement, such as the President’s Community Service Honor Roll and the Carnegie 
Classification in Community Engagement.   Hired and supervised four student service learning 
coordinators. Collaboratively created new initiatives and events to link service to academic curricula 
such as “Pre-Law for the Public Interest” events, screening/recruiting community partners for the 
Artist as Citizen Program (new initiative in College of Fine Arts), special workshops for faculty on 
service-learning, and the Michigan Service Scholars Program (with support from Michigan Campus 
Compact and AmeriCorps).  Served as a representative for WMU with local non-profits to build 
partnerships and coordinated with organizations as varied as Michigan Department of Transportation 
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(Safe Routes to Schools Program), Michigan Prisoner re-Entry Initiative (Creative Expressions 
Program), and Kalamazoo Valley Museum/Kalamazoo Public Schools (Race Exhibit Volunteer Guides) 
on service-learning initiatives.  Planned and developed WMU’s first annual “Community Partnership 
Breakfast.” Coordinated with WMU’s Faculty Development Office to launch WMU’s Faculty Service 
Learning Community.  Served as the Principal Investigator on three grant applications (1 grant 
awarded – Ohio Campus Compact “Pay It Forward” grant; 2 grant proposals declined – grant 
proposal to FIPSE/US Dept of Education for an “Off-campus Service Scholars Program” and a 
subaward proposal for a Youth Empowerment Zone/Prime: Van Buren ISD).   WMU’s role in 
development of the “Creative Expressions” Program was featured on local National Public Radio’s 
“Arts and More” Program. 
 
DIRECTOR, EXTERNAL FUNDING AND SPECIAL PROJECTS, PHYSICAL SCIENCES DEAN’S 
OFFICE, THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO, Chicago, IL. Summer 2005 – June 2007. Monitored federal 
funding trends in basic science research and wrote grants/prepared grant proposals to support PSD 
Dean’s programmatic initiatives including interdisciplinary collaborative grants for centers, support 
advancement of women in the Sciences, and to coordinate support for the Division’s engagement and 
outreach activities. Advised faculty on grant and fellowship submissions. Developed lectures for 
graduate students on “Navigating the Universe of Funding.” Served on Women in the Physical 
Sciences Committee and Diversity Committee and served as a liaison to the Junior Faculty Mentoring 
Committee. 
 
ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR (promoted from ASSISTANT DIRECTOR), OFFICE OF FOUNDATION 
RELATIONS, THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO, Chicago, IL. Winter Quarter 2002-Winter Quarter 
2005. Managed the University Faculty Competitive Fellowships Program (portfolio included Keck 
Distinguished Medical Scholars Program, Searle Scholars Program, Carnegie Scholars Program, 
Mellon New Directions Faculty Award, and approximately 15 other programs annually) on behalf of 
Provost and Vice President for Research Offices. Edited and wrote grant proposals to private 
foundations. Managed a portfolio of foundations and assisted in the research and preparation of 
briefing materials for University Deans and other administrators to engage private foundations.   
Wrote and disseminated newsletter on foundation funding opportunities. 
 
DIVISIONAL GRANT WRITER, PHYSICAL SCIENCES DEAN’S OFFICE, UNIVERSITY OF 
CHICAGO, Chicago, IL.  Academic Year 2000-2001 (Winter -Summer Quarters).  Assisted in the 
development and submission of large collaborative grants for research and centers at direction of the 
PSD Dean’s office. Monitored federal and state funding opportunities to support research in the 
physical sciences.  Worked with a large interdisciplinary and inter-institutional group of researchers to 
secure $5M in federal funding to support a new center “CISES” (Center for Integrating Statistics and 
Environmental Science).   
 

ACADEMIC TEACHING AND LEGAL EXPERIENCE 
 
SCHOOL OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS AND ADMINISTRATION, WESTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY, 
Part-time Instructor. Teaches Graduate-level (M.P.A.) seminars on “Nonprofit Governance” (Fall 2017 
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and Spring 2018) and “Grant Writing and Nonprofits” (Spring 2017). Developed speaker series on 
“Real Talk on Nonprofit Governance” featuring leaders from nonprofit organizations.  
 
POLITICAL SCIENCE DEPARTMENT, WESTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY, Part-time instructor. 
Teaches “Contemporary Political Ideologies” (Fall 2017 and Spring 2018). 
 
HUMANITIES FOR EVERYBODY, WMU CENTER FOR THE HUMANITIES. Instructor and Course 
Director.  Taught courses: “Freedom and Empowerment” (2013) and “Introduction to Political 
Philosophy” (2014) for community-based adult education program (collaboration between WMU 
Center for the Humanities and two local non-profit organizations).  Provided supervision for WMU 
Graduate Assistants (H4E Program Managers) during academic years 2013-2014 and 2014-2015.   
Assisted in program development, faculty course support, grantwriting and the development of 
outreach strategies.  
 
ACLU FOUNDATION OF GEORGIA, Atlanta, GA, April – December 2009, Immigration Detention 
Fellow,  Interviewed immigrants in detention in the state of Georgia to document and investigate due 
process and human rights violations.  Researched and presented findings on behalf of ACLU on 
human rights and immigrant detention.  Wrote fact summaries for the Legal Director and Legal 
Committee for review to facilitate the recruitment of ACLU cooperating counsel.  Developed strategies 
for advocacy on behalf of immigrants with international organizations such as UNHCR, national 
consulates, and federal agencies.   Engaged in outreach and educational activities to raise public 
awareness of the rights of the detained. Assisted in the supervision of law students and interns.      
  
KALAMAZOO COUNTY EVICTION DIVERSION, Eviction Clinic Resources Group Member, January 
2009-June 2009.  Assisted in the development of an integrated clinic based at the 8th District Court 
(Kalamazoo, MI) to provide advice, mediation and legal information for landlords and tenants seeking 
to avoid the eviction process.  Clinic remains in existence and incorporates legal, social service, 
mediation, fair housing and other community resources to divert cases from summary proceedings.      
 
LAW OFFICES OF KATHY PURNELL, January 2009-present.  Pro bono practice provides legal 
information, referrals, representation and educational programs.  Practice areas include immigration 
petitions and visas, entertainment law (for independent filmmakers), and development of “Know 
Your Rights” presentations. 
 
ADMITTED TO MICHIGAN BAR – December 2008 
 
WESTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY, Kalamazoo, MI (2008-2010), Adjunct Professor of Political 
Science, Fall 2008, taught “Contemporary Political Thought” (Political Science 3620), and Instructor in 
First Year Experience Program, Fall 2010. 
 
MICHIGAN COURT OF APPEALS, Grand Rapids, MI, Prehearing Attorney, Fall 2008.  Conducted 
legal research, drafted legal opinions and wrote research reports for the Michigan Court of Appeals.     
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ILLINOIS APPELLATE COURT, Chicago, IL. Judicial Extern for The Honorable Justice Margaret 
O’Mara Frossard, Spring 2008.  Conducted legal research, writing and opinion drafting. Edited and 
updated a publication on pretrial procedure. 
 
WORKING HANDS LEGAL CLINIC, Chicago, IL. 711 Student License/Legal Volunteer, Spring 2008. 
Researched and drafted complaints and pleadings to recover overtime and back wages owed to day 
and temporary laborers under the Fair Labor Standards Act and IL Minimum Wage Statutes. 
Represented clients under IL Rule 711 and assisted with client intake. Attended Freedom Network 
workshop on Human Trafficking Prevention. 
 
DEPAUL UNIVERSITY, INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS LAW INSTITUTE, Chicago, IL. Sullivan 
Human Rights Fellow, Academic Year 2007-2008.  Researching and developing the “Learning from 
Atrocity” project which seeks to understand how periods of violent conflict and post-conflict 
transitional justice measures are represented in the secondary school materials of five Latin American 
nations.  Drafted country profiles for Chile, El Salvador, and Argentina.  
 
DEPAUL UNIVERSITY, IMMIGRATION AND ASYLUM CLINIC, Chicago, IL. Senior Law Student, 
Fall 2007.  Represented clients in the clinic in asylum and various immigration petitions such as I-130s, 
I-730s, N-400s and waiver applications.  Drafted comments on Interim U-Visa Rules.   
 
LEGAL AID OF WESTERN MICHIGAN, Kalamazoo, MI. Student Staff Attorney, Summer 2007 & Part-
time legal intern, Fall 2007. Conducted legal research and drafted legal memoranda on landlord-tenant, 
subsidized housing and public housing issues. Interviewed witnesses, drafted court documents, and 
developed supporting materials for administrative proceedings/formal hearings. Advised potential 
clients seeking legal advice in court (landlord-tenant docket) under Michigan Court Rule 8.120. 
Analyzed tenant selection criteria for federally subsidized housing. Explored eviction diversion 
program with the Kalamazoo Affordable Housing Partnership and Kalamazoo County’s 8th District 
Court. Gave a presentation entitled “Low Income Tenants and Housing Access: Current Issues” on 
tenant screening practices at federally subsidized housing complexes for local community and social 
service providers (10/12/07).      
 
DEPAUL UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF LAW, Chicago, IL. Research Assistant, Fall 2007. Researched the 
debate on Central American Free Trade Agreement (CAFTA) in Costa Rica. Researched and compiled 
articles from Costa Rican newspapers on the impact of CAFTA on the environment, the privatization 
of state monopolies (insurance, public utilities, healthcare), intellectual property and the democratic 
process.  
  
CARPENTER & CAPT, Chicago, IL. Law Clerk, Spring 2007. Conducted legal and country conditions 
research, interviewed clients, and drafted legal briefs and memoranda for immigration cases and 
waiver petitions.  
 
STUDENT HURRICANE NETWORK Service Trip to New Orleans. Legal Team Member, January 2007.  
Developed a “Road Home Program” pamphlet targeted to hurricane victims rebuilding their homes to 
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warn them of consumer fraud and advise them of remedies. Gathered information from displaced 
public housing residents for attorneys working on the HUD lawsuit to reopen public housing in New 
Orleans. Served as a legal observer for the January 11th March Against Violence in New Orleans.   
  
NATIONAL IMMIGRANT JUSTICE CENTER, Chicago, IL. Volunteer/Intern, Spring 2007. Provided 
advice to citizenship applicants (Saturday workshops) and conducted research for the Policy Director. 
Conducted a review of State FOIA laws, researched legislation and drafted comments on USCIS 
proposed fee increase.     
  
COORDINATED ADVICE & REFERRAL PROGRAM FOR LEGAL SERVICES (CARPLS), Chicago, 
IL. Volunteer, Summer 2006. Fielded calls on the CARPLS hotline, conducted research and developed 
legal advice and strategy for clients under the supervision of an attorney in the areas of 
divorce/marital law, landlord-tenant law and bankruptcy law. 
 
POLITICAL SCIENCE DEPARTMENT, DEPAUL UNIVERSITY, Chicago, IL. Adjunct Professor of 
Political Science (2003-2006).  Taught "Freedom and Empowerment," “Multiculturalism and 
Democracy,” and "Modern Political Thought" 
 
POLITICAL SCIENCE DEPARTMENT, THE UNIVERSITY OF VERMONT, Burlington, VT (2001-
2002). Visiting Assistant Professor of Political Science. Taught Introduction to the Problems of Political 
Thought; History of Political Thought I and II. Advised Women’s Studies Internship Student.   
 
POLITICAL SCIENCE DEPARTMENT, ALBION COLLEGE, Albion, MI. Instructor then Assistant 
Professor of Political Science. 1998-2000. Courses taught: Introduction to Political Philosophy; Classics of 
Political Philosophy: The Individual in Modern and Postmodern Contexts; Contemporary Political 
Ideologies: Feminism; American Political Thought; Nationalism and National Identity; Recognizing 
Others: Identity and Difference in Democratic Spheres; Empires, Colonies and Nations (Freshman 
Writing Seminar).  

 
J.S. KNIGHT FRESHMAN WRITING PROGRAM, CORNELL UNIVERSITY, Ithaca, NY. Instructor. 
Spring 1996. Course Taught: Freshman Writing Seminar: Nationalism and Imperialism.  
 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT, CORNELL UNIVERSITY, Ithaca, NY. Teaching Assistant. Fall 1994 
and Fall 1995. Courses taught:  Introduction to Political Theory (1994); American Constitutional Law 
(1995). 
 
HIV CENTER FOR CLINICAL AND BEHAVIORAL STUDIES, New York, NY,  
Research Assistant, Spring-Summer 1992. Conducted and coded qualitative interviews of family  
members and developed database to examine the stress factors, coping strategies and support  
systems of families caring for HIV infected children. Conducted library research.  
 
MANHATTAN BOROUGH PRESIDENT’S OFFICE, New York, NY, Intern/Assistant Policy Analyst, 
Academic Year 1991-1992. Researched Americans with Disabilities Act compliance issues for New 
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York City businesses. Addressed constituent and civil rights organizations concerns regarding local 
ordinances.  
 
CENTRO PRESENTE, Cambridge, MA, Documentation Assistant, Fall 1989-Summer 1990.  
Reviewed Foreign Broadcast Information Service reports and human rights newsletters for evidence to 
document legal claims of Guatemalan and Salvadoran refugees seeking political asylum in the United 
States. Maintained documentation library, coded and retrieved documents. Developed searchable 
database.  
 

TEACHING AND RESEARCH FIELDS 
 

Teaching Fields: Ethics and Public Policy, Equality, Opportunity and Public Policy, Immigration Law 
& Policy, International Human Rights Law, Constitutional law, Civil Rights Law, Human Rights and 
National Sovereignty, Political Theory and Philosophy (Thematic and Historical Courses), Equality 
and Democratic Thought, Liberalism and Identity, American Political Thought, Critical Race Theory, 
Feminist Thought, Nationalism and National Identity, Research Law, Public Interest Law, Grant 
Writing and Program Development  
 
Research Fields :  Immigration Law, International Human Rights Law, Human Rights, Normative 
Foundations of Liberalism, Anti-discrimination law, American Identity Politics, American legal 
studies, Post-Colonial Studies, Politics of Nationalism, History of Science and Science Policy, Gender 
Studies, Ethics and Moral Theory, Gustave de Beaumont, Comparative Identity Politics, Normative 
International Relations,  Social Contract Theory, Critical Mixed Race Studies, First Amendment Law in 
Educational Contexts 
 
 

PUBLICATIONS, INVITED PRESENTATIONS AND PAPERS  
 

Memoir (in progress).  Creating Room for Improbable Philosophers: The Opportunity Chronicles of a Mixed 
Subject.  
 
Critical Mixed Race Studies Conference, University of Southern California, February 2017.  Paper 
presentation on “The Transgressive Nature of Hybrid Family Values: A Philosophical Memoir on 
Limits.” (50th Anniversary conference on Loving v Virginia) 
 
WMU Fall Convocation Poster Session, September 2016, “Embracing ‘Other’ Forms of Sponsored 
Activity: Leadership Conversations on Building Research Capacity at WMU.” 
 
Center for the Study of Ethics in Society, Western Michigan University, February 2016. Authored and 
Co-Produced “Divorce (Professional)” as a script-in-hand performance featuring WMU 
administrators, faculty and students addressing ethical dilemmas pertinent to Title IX, discrimination 
and professional mentoring. Featured as part of the Center’s 30th Anniversary Celebration.  
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Adult Literacy Research and Training Symposium, Western Michigan University, December 2015.  
Presented “Rendering the Humanities Accessible to All: Reflections on Teaching Techniques in the 
Humanities for Everybody Program” 
 
American Political Science Association, September 2015, “Gustave de Beaumont’s Sketch on the 
Limits of Love, Law and Imagination: Engaging Liberal Democracy through Marie.”  
 
Critical Mixed Race Studies Conference, November 2014, “Sketching the Limits of Love, Law and 
Imagination:  Gustave de Beaumont’s Examination of American Mores and Racial Mixture in Marie.” 
 
WMU Graduate Assistantship Training, August 2014, August 2015 and August 2016, “Navigating the 
Universe of Funding: Using External Support to Build Your Research Career.” 
 
Discover Discovery, WMU Office of the Vice President for Research, February 2014, “Contracting for 
Research and Creative Activities: A Resource Guide for Faculty and Administrators,” presentation on 
the contracting process in the VP for Research Office and the new Business Connection Office at 
WMU.  
 
WMU College of Engineering and Applied Science, October 2011, “The Role of Research, Export 
Controls and the US v Roth Case.”  Presentation on the causes and consequences of non-compliance 
with export control regulations, with special emphasis on international graduate students and faculty 
start-ups.  
 
University of Mississippi Law School, February 2010.  Presented “The Pathways of Detained 
Immigrants: Why Human Rights Should Guide Detention Reform.” 
 
Emory University School of Law, October 2009, Presenter for CLE program on “Human Rights and 
Migration” Presented: “Pathways of Detained Immigrants: How and Why Human Rights Should 
Reform Immigrant Detention”  
 
Amnesty International Atlanta, July 2009, “Human Rights Norms and Immigrant Detention” 
 
Georgia State University, June 2009, “Immigrant Detention and Human Rights: Reflections on 
Lumpkin and Atlanta” invited presentation at Symposium on Immigration Policy and Human Rights 
 
American Political Science Association, September 2008, “Defending Human Dignity: Toward a New 
International Convention on Enslavement” presented to the Human Trafficking panel at the American 
Political Science Association Meeting. 
 
Midwestern Political Science Association Meeting, April 2008. “Defending Human Dignity: Toward a 
New International Convention on Enslavement.”  
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Legal Aid of Western Michigan, October 2007, “Low-Income Tenants and Housing Access: Current 
Issues” presented at the “Still I Learn” Conference for Community Service Providers, Western 
Michigan University, Kalamazoo, MI. 

American Political Science Association Meeting, September 2004 "Democratic Irony and Human 
Solidarity: Recognizing the Other in Empires Past and Present.”   
 
Midwestern Political Science Association Meeting, May 2004."Democratic Irony and Moral Equality: 
What Equality Means on Both Sides of the Pro-life/Pro-Choice Divide."  
 
Midwestern Political Science Association Meeting, May 2002.  “Mapping the Terrain of Imperial 
Politics: Rethinking Liberalism and Empire.”  
 
Gendering Ethics/The Ethics of Gender conference, University of Leeds, United Kingdom, June 2000 
“Dissention Through Consensus: Equality, Citizenship and the Pro-Life/Pro-Choice Divide.” 
 
“From Liberal to Democratic Irony: An Essay for Marx's (Late) Modern Interpreters” in Hybrid 
Spaces: Theory, Culture, Economy. Angermuller J, Bunzmann K, editors. LIT (Münster, Germany); 2000. 
Chapter 5. 

 Postmodern Perspectives: Culture, Literature, Society Conference, November 1999 (Erlangen, 
Germany).“From Liberal to Democratic Irony: Three Theses for Marx’s (Post)Modern Interpreters.”  
 
American Political Science Association Annual Meeting, September 1999. "Essential Origins ? A 
Genealogy of Respectability."  
 
Philosophy in the 'Feminine' Conference, Vanderbilt University, February 1999 "In a Different (But 
Impartial) Voice ? Moral Equality in John Rawls and Iris Marion Young”  
 
Northeastern Political Science Association Annual Meeting, November 1998."What Equality Means 
on Both Sides of the Pro-Life/Pro-Choice Divide and Its Political Consequences."  
 
Northeastern Political Science Association Annual Meeting, November 1997. "Slave Morality as an 
Active Force ? An Examination of the Nietzschean Inversion of the Civil Rights Era,"  
 
Midwestern Political Science Association Annual Meeting, April 1997. "Why Rights Can No Longer 
Require Locations : Veiling and L'Algérie Reconsidered." 
   
Southwestern Political Science Association Annual Meeting, March 1997. "Models for Fashioning 
Well-Behaved Nations in the State of Nature ? Rousseau's Admiration of Ancient and Modern 
Republics Reconsidered." 
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Northeastern Political Science Association Annual Meeting, November 1995.  "The Everyday and the 
Flashes : A Critical Analysis of Abortion Discourse."  
 
 Midwestern Political Science Association Annual Meeting, April 1995. "Equality and Im partiality : 
Moral Equality in the Work of John Rawls, Thomas Nagel and Iris Marion Young,"  
 
Northeastern Political Science Association Annual Meeting, November 1994. "Sovereignty and 
Independence in the Discourses of Léopold Sédar Senghor and Kwame Nkrumah,"  
 
Power and Resistance : Crossing the Boundaries Graduate Student Conference, Binghamton, NY, 1993  
"Non-Violent Resistance, Black Power and Black Feminist Thought : A Re-examination of Three 
Strategies for "Resisting Racism" in the Civil Rights Era." 
 
 

GRANT AND PROGRAM APPLICATIONS 
 
Principal Investigator (subcontract).  Federal Agency/Program: Corporation for National and 
Community Service (CNCS)/Learn & Serve America Program. Pass-through entity: Ohio Campus 
Compact (consortium leader in partnership with Michigan Campus Compact and Kentucky Campus 
Compact). CFDA# 94.005.  Support for one WMU philanthropy course to distribute funds to local non-
profits.   Amount awarded: $5,500.00.  
 
 
Program applicant (AmeriCorps site approval). Prime: Michigan Campus Compact.  WMU awarded 
30 tuition awards to establish the WMU “Michigan Service Scholars Program.” Tuition awards were 
distributed to undergraduate and graduate students with 300 service hours. Formed partnerships with 
local agencies to place students to complete hours of service in areas that reflected their professional 
plans and academic interests. For news story describing the program, see WMU News article:    
http://www.wmich.edu/wmu/news/2010/10/005.shtml     
    
 

OTHER PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES, MEMBERSHIPS AND AWARDS 
 
Co-facilitator, WMU Center for the Study of Ethics in Society, panel on “From the Kalamazoo Case to 
the Kalamazoo Promise: An Examination of our Commitments to Educational Equity,” April 2018 

Book Club Leader, WMU Center for the Study of Ethics in Society, on Gustave de Beaumont’s Marie 
(March 2017), Jeremy Waldron’s The Harm in Hate Speech (November 2017), and Danielle Allen’s 
Education and Equality (March 2018)  

Certificate in Philosophical Counseling, American Philosophical Practitioners Association, July 2017 

Member, International Coach Federation, and Certified Professional Coach (LCIOC), August 2017 
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Advisory Board Member, WMU Center for the Study of Ethics in Society, 2016-present 

Title IX Coordinator Training, National Association of College and University Attorneys (2015)  

WMU Academic Leadership Academy 2015-2016 Cohort 

Member, National Association of College and University Attorneys (NACUA), 2011- 2017 

Michigan SCAO Approved Court Mediation Training - Civil Mediation (December 2015) 

Notary Public. Commissioned in Kalamazoo County, Michigan on 12/16/2015 

Admitted to the Michigan State Bar and United States District Court (Western Michigan) 

Member, Kalamazoo Cty Bar Association (2011-2016) and Pro-Bono Committee member (2013-2015) 

Advisory Board Member, Journal of College and University Law, NACUA, 2014-2017 

Co-Chair, “Courage to Create (MLK Poetry) Competition, November 2014-present.  Annual poetry 
competition for Kalamazoo Public Schools Grades 7-12 developed as part of the annual Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Community Celebration.  Recruited community poets and literacy experts to judge the 
competition and serve as keynote speakers at the awards ceremony for KPS students, teachers and 
parents. Coordinated with local public schools, the Kalamazoo Institute of the Arts, poetry 
organizations, and local afterschool programs to promote the new competition.  Secured donations of 
prizes for competition finalists.    
 
Playwright, New Play Project, Western Michigan University, May-June 2015, Authored stage play, 
Divorce (Professional), invited for development/workshop.  Participated in writing workshop led by 
playwright Sarah Ruhl.  
 
Co-Producer (Film), Zero, Grin and the Adoring Masses. Short film screened at the inaugural North by 
Midwest Micro-Budget Film Festival (May 2015).  
 
Interviewer (Medical School Admissions), Homer J. Stryker Western Michigan University School of 
Medicine (“WMed”), (2013-2014). Part of the team that conducted multiple mini-interviews (MMIs) to 
help identify WMed’s inaugural 2014 class. 
 
Clinical Trials Fundamentals Training, Society for Research Administrators International (2014)                                     

Co-Chair, WMU Community Engagement and Engaged Scholarship TAC, 2014-2015 

Steering Committee Member, WMU APLU-Innovation and Economic Prosperity Designation (2015) – 
wrote report on WMU Cooley affiliation.  

Member, WMU Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration Committee, 2014-present 
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Advisory Board Member, WMU University Center for the Humanities, 2013-present 

Outstanding New Professional, Association of Professional Administrators, Western Michigan 
University (2012)  

Board Member, Kalamazoo Gay and Lesbian Resource Center, 2011-2012                                      

Certificate in Research Law, Society for Research Administrators International (2011) 

Editorial Board’s Research Staff, DePaul Journal for Social Justice, 2007-2008. 

Equal Justice Works Fellow & Equal Justice America Fellow, Summer 2007 

Chair, “Accountability and Justice: The Role of International Trials and Tribunals” panel, American 
Political Science Association Meeting, September 2008.  
 
Discussant, "Rethinking International Law" panel, Midwestern Political Science Association Meeting, 
April 2007. 
 
Chair, "Humility and Humiliation" panel, American Political Science Association Meeting, September 
2004 
 
Chair, "Rawls" panel, American Political Science Association Meeting, September 2003 
 
Discussant, "Are Transnational Conceptions of Citizenship Viable?" panel, American Political Science 
Association, September 2003 
 
Extracurricular Seminar Coordinator in London, England for First Year Seminar “Empires, Colonies, 
and Nations, August 14-22, 2000. Activities included coordinating seminars at the London School of 
Economics and the Institute for Commonwealth Studies, University of London. 
 
Undergraduate Thesis Advising (Albion College): 
 "The Future of Affirmative Action," by Michael Mara. April 2000. (Thesis Chair) 
"Remembering the Patterns of War: Cultural Conflict, Rape and Genocide In the Balkans," by Kelli 
Brigida Zappas. April 1999.        
 
Model United Nations Faculty Co-Advisor, Albion College, Academic Year 1999-2000. 
 
Columnist, Philosophy News Service, “What’s Happening in Political Philosophy,”  
URL: http://www.philosophynews.com/whip/pp (wrote piece on the Moral Spaces reader) 
 
Discussant, American Political Science Association Annual Meeting, September 2000, “Home, 
Nostalgia and Homelessness” Panel 
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Discussant, American Political Science Association Annual Meeting, September 1999, "Rousseau" 
panel 
 
Chair and Discussant, American Political Science Association Annual Meeting, September 1998, 
"Friendship and Civility" panel 
 
Chair, Southwestern Political Science Association Annual Meeting, March 1997,  
 "National and Self-Identity in Rousseau" panel 
 
Discussant,  Northeastern Political Science Association Annual Meeting, November 1996, "Race, 
Gender, Cultural Values and Political Discourse" panel (chaired by Cynthia Enloe) 
 
Discussant, Northeastern Political Science Association Annual Meeting, November 1995,   "Race and 
Difference" panel 
 
Albion College Institutional Representative, Scholars at Risk Network Spring 2000 
 
Academic Committee Service (Albion College): Gender/Ethnicity Course Review committee, 
Women’s Studies Committee, Meaning and Value Steering Committee, Course Change Committee, 
Off-campus Programs Advisory Council  
 
Co-Organizer of Zillah Eisenstein's "working session" on Nationalism and National Identity at Cornell 
University entitled,  "Racialized Gender and the New Nationalisms" May 1994 
 
Co-Producer and Director of the Cable 13 Tompkins County Public Access Show , "The Poets' Café". 
Guests have included the contemporary poets A.R.Ammons, Robert Morgan, David Lehman, James 
McConkey and Gail Holst-Warhaft.  Interviewed Nikki Giovanni for the show (February 17, 1996) 
during her book tour at DeWitt Mall, Ithaca, NY. Recipient of a 1996 PEGASYS award for technical 
direction on "The Asylum," a poetry video show. Have well-developed skills in video production and 
editing. Active production and cablecast dates for three consecutive seasons (1995-1996).  
 
 
LANGUAGE SKILLS 
Intermediate level skills in Spanish and French. Elementary reading skills in Korean. 
  


